
PETTICAN Thomas  

 

 Able Seaman  Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve : Hood Battalion. R.N. Division  

 Aged 21 Date of Death: 17/02/1917  

Service No: Tyneside Z/7190  

The 1901 census shows Thomas Pettican aged 4 years born & living in   Tollesbury . He was born 2 April 

1896.  His father was Thomas & his mother Sarah Pettican. The census shows siblings :- Charles aged 11 & 

Sarah aged 3. He joined the Royal Naval Division in 1915. After training at the Crystal Palace he crossed to 

France in August 1916. His RND records show him listed as miner. His home address: 23 Hobcroft Terrace, 

Skiller Lane, Carcroft, Doncaster ; Next-of-Kin: Mother, Sarah, Collinswood Cottage, Ardleigh, Nr. Colchester, 

Essex, later of: High St., Salcott, Nr. Witham, Essex. He enlisted 25/8/15 ; Draft for BEF 22/8/16, joined Hood 

Battalion. 26/11/16-17/2/17.. 

The Royal Naval Division, of which the Hawke Battalion formed part, was raised at the beginning of the First 

World War and was made up of officers and men of the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve,  Royal Marines, the 

Army & :stokers of the Royal Fleet Reserve and seamen of the Royal Naval Reserve.  The Naval Infantry 

Battalions were named after famous admirals :-: Howe, Anson, Hood, Nelson, Drake, Collingwood, Benbow &, 

Hawke. The 63rd (Royal Naval) Division saw service in Gallipoli and later France and Flanders fighting 

alongside Army Divisions in the Front Line. 

"After a short spell out of the line, the Hood battalion returned on the night of 1-2 February 1917 with the aim 

of attacking the two German trenches commanding Grancourt. The attack was planned to begin at 23.00. The 

attacking forces from the RND were given their separate objectives: the Hood was detailed to attack a well 

defined sector of German trench and an ill defined group of posts in the valley. They were on the extreme right 

of the attack, closest to the river. An effort had been made to link up the shell holes into a continuous trench in 

which the attacking sailors could assemble. It gave them little cover, but it was here that the companies lined up 

at 21.00 on the evening of 03/02/1917. There was a hard frost (the water froze in their bottles) and a bright 

moon. 

The distance to the German first line (Puisieux trench) was about 300 yards, with barely another 100 yards to 

the second line in River trench. The Hood probably assembled just downhill from the Bois d'Hollande. There 

was to be no attack on either flank, so the Germans would be able to react very quickly to this assault. The men 

set off behind a creeping barrage and soon occupied the first trench without too much opposition. There was, 

however, a machine gun position in a fortified emplacement to the left of the Hood's attack. In the confusion of 

the battle, the whole of the Hood ended up attacking the German posts in the valley; the left platoon should have 

carried on up the hill with the Hawke battalion to their left. The commanding officer of the Hood was wounded 

and his role was taken by Lt. Commander Asquith. He managed to get the Hood back into the correct alignment 

by 08.00 0n 04/02/1917. The German machine gun caused a gap to open between the left of the Hood and the 

right of the other attacking battalion, the Hawke. A counter attack was launched by the Germans at 07.00 

bombing communications up the Ancre and an intensive bombardment fell on each flank of the capture 

positions. There were heavy casualties. One post on the flank of the Hood had been surprised and captured by 

the Germans. By 20.00 the situation was quiet and an attempt was made to join up with the Hawke battalion on 



the left in River trench, and so cut off the machine gun position. This failed when Asquith was wounded. The 

position was finally taken by the Hawke at dawn the next day. At 05.30 the Hood had also retaken the post, 

which had previously been lost in the valley. Several unsuccessful counter attacks were launched during the 

day, but were broken up by artillery. There was a high number of casualties during the attack, which lasted for 

50 hours. Because it was so difficult to evacuate the wounded, a very high proportion of these died. Two Hood 

officers were killed: Lt. Oliver and Sub Lt Jacobs, both of whom are buried at Queen's Cemetery Bucquoy. 

On 17/02/1917 a successful attack was launched on Miraumont and, as a result, the Germans abandoned Serre, 

Miraumont and Pys and, eventually, Puisieux and Gommecourt. They only now remained at Irles.        The 

sailors who had died in the battle were buried in battlefield cemeteries by V Corp when they cleared the area in 

1917". reference Douglas Jerrold's "The Royal Naval Division", Hutchinson 1928. 

 

1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal  

 Commonwealth 

Memorial Reference: 

Pier and Face 1 A. 

Memorial: THIEPVAL 

MEMORIAL  

On 1 July 1916, 

supported by a French 

attack to the south, 

thirteen divisions of 

Commonwealth forces 

launched an offensive on 

a line from north of 

Gommecourt to 

Maricourt. Despite a 

preliminary 

bombardment lasting 

seven days, the German 

defences were barely 

touched and the attack 

met unexpectedly fierce 

resistance. Losses were catastrophic and with only minimal advances on the southern flank, the initial attack 

was a failure. In the following weeks, huge resources of manpower and equipment were deployed in an attempt 

to exploit the modest successes of the first day. However, the German Army resisted tenaciously and repeated 

attacks and counter attacks meant a major battle for every village, copse and farmhouse gained. At the end of 

September, Thiepval was finally captured. The village had been an original objective of 1 July. Attacks north 

and east continued throughout October and into November in increasingly difficult weather conditions. The 

Battle of the Somme finally ended on 18 November with the onset of winter. In the spring of 1917, the German 

forces fell back to their newly prepared defences, the Hindenburg Line, and there were no further significant 

engagements in the Somme sector until the Germans mounted their major offensive in March 1918. The 

Thiepval Memorial, the Memorial to the Missing of the Somme, bears the names of more than 72,000 officers 

and men of the United Kingdom and South African forces who died in the Somme sector before 20 March 1918 

and have no known grave. Over 90% of those commemorated died between July and November 1916. The 

memorial also serves as an Anglo-French Battle Memorial in recognition of the joint nature of the 1916 

offensive and a small cemetery containing equal numbers of Commonwealth and French graves lies at the foot 

of the memorial. The memorial, designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens, was built between 1928 and 1932 and unveiled 



by the Prince of Wales, in the presence of the President of France, on 31 July 1932. The dead of other 

Commonwealth countries who died on the Somme and have no known graves are commemorated on national 

memorials elsewhere. No. of Identified Casualties: 72090 

His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Tollesbury  
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